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prisoners will never be able, unless they
are extraordinarily trained in their ima-
gination, to construct out of the shadows
the solid forms of the procession.

To most of the prisoners, all the shadows
will be alike in texture; but one more
thoughtful and observant than the rest
may note that all the shadows are not
alike, that some are darker than others, and
some of sharper outline here and there.
These differences, noticeable only to him,
will lead him to construct a three-dimen-
sional idea of the objects, of which
the shadows are the two-dimensional
projections.

By this symbol of the cave, Plato tried
to convey how all life in a phenomenal
world, " our world " as we call it, is mean-
ingless, until we transcend it, and see a
Divine World of Ideas of which it is only
a projection. But fascinating as such a
theory is, the difficulty for us mortals is
that reality is not a matter of philo-
sophical labels, but of material occurrences.
When we are serene and content, we may
possibly like to toy with the idea of a